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Dear Kevin,

As you know, the “Old Items, New Life” handicraft competition is coming up next Friday. I’'m
wondering if you’d like to team up with me and have a shot together!

I’ve been brainstorming ideas these days. Now I have a super creative one! We can repurpose some
old clothes by cutting and stitching them together to create a colorful desk mat or small rug. Carefully
arranging different patterns and textures, we can turn discarded fabrics into something visually striking and
highly functional. It would be an unprecedentedly amazing artwork!

Well, I admit I’m bragging a little to get you on board. But it’s definitely a meaningful project, which I
can’t accomplish on my own. I know you are always passionate about environmental protection and
talented in handicrafts. So, please join me for this contest. Let’s make something awesome together!

Yours,
Li Hua
B WESE

Tom had no choice but to turn to his parents for help. Clutching the broken watch, he hurried home.
Like usual, the house lay empty and quiet. But this time, the loneliness felt unbearable—not because Ling
was gone, but because the people he truly needed were absent. He waited and waited. It was nearly
midnight when his parents finally returned. They were alarmed to see Tom curling up on the sofa, face wet
with tears. “What happened, Tom?”” Mom rushed over. Wordlessly, he held out the broken watch. Dad soon
fetched his toolbox trying to fix it, but in vain. Seeing this, Tom couldn’t contain himself any longer and
burst into desperate sobs. Between gasps, he poured out his loneliness—the silent dinners, the empty house,
the longing for someone to be there.

At that moment, both Mom and Dad saw clearly what they had missed. They realized that no watch,
however smart, could ever take the place of their presence. Immediately, Mom wrapped her arms around
Tom, apologizing, “I’m so sorry. We thought the watch was enough, but we were wrong.” Dad knelt beside
them, his voice thick with guilt. “From now on, we’ll be home earlier. No more lonely dinners.” Together
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they drew up a family schedule—Tuesday night board games, Friday pizza-making, Sunday afternoons in
the park. They promised to make it a weekly routine and wrote it on the family calendar in bright colors.
That night, the family came to understand technology might offer comfort, but only love could fill the
silence of an empty home.

Wy 73 R 3

Text 1

W: Have you seen Rita lately?

M: Yes, I saw her last week when I was out picking up some medicine. On the way, I stopped for gas and
saw her going into a pet store.

Text 2

M: You should have prepared your speech for the meeting, Susan.

W: Yes, I know. But how could I prepare when the meeting date was set so soon?

Text 3

M: Have you booked a taxi to the airport yet?

W: No, I think I’1l take the subway instead. Taxis are just as slow as buses during rush hour.

M: Good point. The traffic this time of day is terrible.

Text 4

W: Oh, my! I almost made you drop your bags! I didn’t see you turning the corner—I’m so sorry for
crashing into you!

M: That’s all right, Miss. Accidents happen. At least no one is hurt!

Text 5

W: Like I told you before, we have high costs and it’s too risky to take on employees.

M: T understand that, but the fact is that we’re short of hands.

W: The timing is just not right.

M: Yeah, I guess you’re right.

Text 6

M: Hi, this is James in customer service. What can I do for you?

W: Hi, James. I want to talk about my bill. The bill I received yesterday for my home TV service is wrong.

M: What’s your account number?

W:200508.

M: Okay. The regular monthly charge should be $65.

W: But yesterday I got a bill for $85.

M: It is because of your late payment for the last two months.

W: Oh, I see.

Text 7

W: Have you been to the new museum yet? I got free tickets from a museum guide.

M: Not yet. My biology teacher at university mentioned this place to me. He went there with his friends
and said it was amazing. I can’t wait to see the ocean mapping exhibit.

W: He’s right! I went last Sunday. The sea life exhibit blew my mind. Plus, the museum teaches about
environmental protection.

M: I'll check it out. Could we visit together?
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W: Sure. I can get you a free ticket too! How about this weekend?

M: I’m busy this weekend. Can we go in the afternoon during the middle of the week?

W: Yes. That would be perfect.

Text 8

W: Thanks for picking me up this evening, Eric.

M: Not at all. I'm happy to do it. By the way, I have some friends coming over tonight, and I should
prepare for that. Shall we stop at a supermarket on the way home?

W: I think it’s closed by now. We can stop at a convenience store.

M: Convenience store? They say the prices there are higher and there isn’t much selection.

W: I’'m afraid so.

M: Well, it doesn’t matter. It may make choosing much easier.

W: Actually, I enjoy comparing different brands. Of course, this time there will be no choice.

M: Yeah. Here we are. Well, it is the only place open at this time of the night.

W: I guess so. Go ahead and get what you need. I’ll wait at the counter.

M: All right.

Text 9

M: That’s a pretty thick book. It looks like a dictionary.

W: You’re right; it does. But it is actually a novel.

M: Wow! The letters are really small. This would take me a year to finish.

W: I’ve been reading for a while. So, you prefer shorter stories?

M: I prefer books on tape. With my tight schedule, I don’t really have the time to sit down and read.

W: T understand. That’s why I do most of my reading just before bed. What do you listen to?

M: Books that teach me new things. Most of the time, I listen to them when I’m driving. Sometimes I listen
when on a long flight.

W: That sounds like a good idea. I could listen to one while I’'m cooking.

M: How about this? You recommend a book to me, and I’ll try to read it your way. But you have to listen to
one of mine.

W: Deal.

Text 10

M: I recently returned from my first trip to China, thanks to the 144-hour visa-free transit policy that made my
visit possible. Before arriving, I expected crowded cities and food that would be too strange for my taste.
However, from the moment I landed in Shanghai, I was surprised by how modern and clean everything was.
The high-speed trains were incredibly efficient, making travel between cities effortless. In Beijing, |
explored the Forbidden City and was amazed by its rich history spanning hundreds of years. But what
impressed me most was something really unexpected. One afternoon, I got lost in a small neighborhood,
and a stranger noticed my confusion. Despite the language barrier, she used a translation app to guide me
back to my hotel. That small act of kindness meant so much. I also discovered a love for Chinese food—not
just famous dishes, but everyday street food that was both delicious and affordable. By the end of my
six-day journey, I realized China is a vibrant, modern nation filled with friendly people. That 144-hour
policy gave me just enough time to fall in love with this country.
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